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Our Educational Mission



Agenda Copyright: Purpose & Strategy

2

Three Questions to Answ

Case Studies

Open Discussion 

1.

2.

3.

4.



“Promote the 
Progress of 

Science and the 
Useful Arts”

3

US Constitution, Article 8, Clause 8



[C]opyright law ultimately serves the purpose of enriching the general public 

through access to creative works. . . . The statute achieves that end by 

striking a balance between two subsidiary aims: encouraging and rewarding 

authors' creations while also enabling others to build on that work.” 
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Kirtsaeng v. John Wiley & Sons, 136 S. CT. 1979, 1986 (2016)



How to Answer Any Copyright Question
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Does copyright 
apply to the work 
and the proposed 

use at all?

Does the law carve 
out specific space 

for your public-
serving purpose?

Will (or has) the 
rightsholder permit 

you to make the 
necessary use?

Scope
Limitations & 

Exceptions
Permission



Example



Is the Work 
Protected by 
Copyright?



Copyright

• The right to make copies 
(natch!)

• Follows the pen

• Original, creative, and “fixed”

• An author’s right to “exclude”

• A bundle of rights



Idea/
Expression



Idea/
Expression



Scenes a 
Faire



Public 
Domain

Life + 70 | Before 1931 | The Purpose of ©



Duration 
Can Get 
Complicated

https://copyright.cornell.edu/publicdomain

https://copyright.cornell.edu/publicdomain


Duration 
Can Get 
Weird!



Human 
Authorship



Human 
Authorship



Example



Is Your Use 
Permitted By 

the Law?



Exception
s

Perform or display

A legal copy

As part of classroom* 
instruction



Fair Use



Four 
Factors



Purpose 
and 
Character



Nature of 
the 
Original



Amount and 

Substantiality



Market Harm



Fair Use?



Transformatio
n

“whether the new work merely supersedes the 
original creation, or instead adds something new, 
altering the first with new expression, meaning, or 

message”

“quantity and value of the materials 
used are reasonable in relation to the 

purpose of the copying”+



Transformative 
Use

Bill Graham Archives v. Dorling Kindersley, Ltd., 448 F.3d 605 
(2d Cir. 2006)



Codes of 
Best 
Practice



Criticism & 
Commentary



Illustration



Real-World 
Content



Repurposing 
Educational 
Materials



Example



Do You Have (Or 
Can You Get) 
Permission?



Requesting 
Permission



PRO’s and 
Intermediaries



General 
Permission



Open 
Resources



Open 
Resources



Who Will Care 
and How Will 

They Feel?



Example
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“Infringement is illegal, plagiarism is bad 
manners - which is much worse!”



Questions and 
Discussion

44April 9, 2026



Thank you!

45April 9, 2026

Contact 
wmcross@ncsu.edu
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